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L I V A B L E  C O M M U N I T I E S  H A N D B O O K  

As in arterial commercial areas, sidewalk interruptions like curb cuts should be 
minimized. Sidewalk paving should continue across any driveway, rather than 
extending the parking lot pavement out to the street (See Figure 3.3). By designing 
vehicle access routes with small turning radii, vehicles are forced to drive slowly into 
and out of parking lots which reduces the chances for accidents with pedestrians. 
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Figure 3.3 Source: Pedestrian Facilities Guidebook, WA DOT 

3.3.5 Parking 

The typical light industrial and large format retail development has large surface 
parking lots that are unattractive and lack trees and other landscaping. These lots are 
designed for automobile access only and discourage those arriving by foot, bicycle or 
transit. When they offer no structure or visual interest at the street, these lots help to 
perpetuate the low density, underutilized feel of the neighborhood. Large, treeless 
parking lots also contribute significantly to the urban heat island effect, as discussed in 
Chapter 5. 
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